Current status of therapy with cefoxitin.
Cefoxitin is a useful new chephamycin antibiotic available for IM of IV administration. It is a bactericidal beta-lactam antibiotic indicated for treatment of serious infections caused by a wide spectrum of gram-negative aerobic and anaerobic bacteria. Specific indications include: 1) polymicrobial infections (aerobic gram-negative rods and anaerobic bacteria); 2) nosocomial cephalothin-resistant gram-negative bacillary infections; 3) penicillin-resistant staphylococcal infections, and 4) anaerobic infections (pelvic, intraabdominal). Cefoxitin can be used as a single drug alternate to a two-drug antibiotic regimen (such as a cephalosporin-aminoglycoside combination) in polymicrobic infections of the pelvis, abdomen, skin, bones, or muscles. Cefoxitin is a significant drug in the armamentarium against anaerobic bacteria, particularly Bacteroides species. Since cefoxitin is highly resistant to staphylococcal beta-lactamase, it is effective against penicillin-resistant staphylococci. Cefoxitin has been effective in treating serious nosocomial infections caused by resistant aerobic gram-negative rods and anaerobic bacteria.